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Xavier makes cuts to
departmental and
library budgets

Cutting the Cash
BY TAYLOR FULKERSON
Staff Writer

Last week, announcements pertaining to departmental and library budgets were abruptly made,
surprising students and professors alike. Some cuts
were immediate while others lurk in the future; the
forthcoming details have left many questions to be
answered. Cuts were made across the university,
touching almost every department.
Dr. Scott Chadwick, provost, responded to questions about the austerity measures on Monday in an
email. "The cuts affect operating budgets only. We
intentionally made the decision not to cut positions
so no faculty or staff are at risk because of the budget cuts," Chadwick said. "That is a normal and appropriate course of action" (to maintain a balanced
budget).
Each reduction was evaluated separately; no unit
on campus was exempted. "We have rebalanced our
budget to ensure no reduction in quality of teaching, learning or faculty scholarship," Chadwick said.
The campus has seen next to no reaction.
However, there has been speculation on the cuts
with rumors that it would cut into electronic resources in the library next year in addition to what
was already cut this year. Furthermore, there have
been allegations that the cuts could hurt beneﬁts
for faculty in addition to the inability to hire new
tenure-track professors.
Students and professors have mentioned details
about the percentage and extent of cuts to speciﬁc
departments. Dr. Chadwick declined to offer ﬁgures
for the cutbacks.
Dr. Sarah Melcher, chair of the theology department, offered her take on the situation by email. She
is in favor of making ﬁnancial concessions to comply with a balanced budget. However, she disagrees
with the methodology.
"To comply with administration's directives in

regard to the library budget means that they must
cut new library acquisitions for faculty; that is, books
and media for research and teaching. In my opinion, books and media for research and teaching are
mission-critical. . . New acquisitions should be a very
high priority," Melcher said.
Dr. Alison Russell also offered her opinion as
chair of the English department. She reiterated Dr.
Melcher's comments about access to resources for
research and teaching, but added that access to travel
for conferences could further limit professors' opportunities. Attending and presenting at conferences
is a key part of academia, and money budgeted for
that may be cut up to 25%.
A few students were also willing to opine on the
possible impact. Senior Chris Makoskie expressed
that the current handling of the budget "is kind of a
damnation of the Jesuit ideal."
Katie Scheidler, also a senior, noted her concern
for what type of reputation the university seems to
be building at the moment." As a student, I am extremely concerned where my money is going. And
I'm concerned that my money isn't going to programs that are going to help me grow as a person,"
Scheidler said.
Widespread response to the cuts has yet to surface
on campus. The number of students openly expressing concern has been small thus far. Of almost ten
professors contacted by the Newswire (tenured and
non-tenured), only one was willing to publicly comment on the situation.
Considering the abrupt nature of the cuts and the
announcements regarding them, forthcoming information is anticipated to be equally abrupt. More developments will be noted as they appear.
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Rabbi Ingber to head
Center for Interfaith
Community Engagement
BY MOLLY BOES
Managing Editor

After discussions for the past few weeks regarding
the future of Rabbi Abie Ingber’s Ofﬁce for Interfaith
Community Engagement, it was announced Tuesday,
Nov. 13 in a press release that the ofﬁce would become a center with Rabbi Ingber, the founding director of the ofﬁce, remaining in place as the executive
director.
This change is effective immediately.
As the ofﬁce becomes a center, it will fall under
Academic Affairs, enabling the center to adopt a more
academic focus.
The mission of the Center for Interfaith Community
Engagement is to create community and enhance understanding among people of different faiths, especially students at Xavier. It aims to reach outside of
the Xavier “bubble” by reaching out to local, national
and international communities to participate in interfaith dialogue.
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SAC presents Mr. Muskie
by Cris Freese
Staff Writer

Canned Food Drive
From Nov. 12 through Friday
Nov. 30th, there will be drop off
bins located at the front desk of
Conaton Learning Centers and
the entrance of the Hoff Dining
Center.

Career Prep
On Nov. 13 in Smith Hall
room 137 panelists from
the Office of International
Education will share personal
stories about working abroad.

Xavier University’s annual Mr.
Muskie competition took place
on Tuesday night with eight contestants competing.
This year’s theme, “The
Xclusive Bachelor,” featured an
elimination rose ceremony after
each of the three original categorical competitions.
In the opening round, the
three categories were swimwear,
talent and formalwear. The eight
contestants were whittled down

to five, and in the next round each
was asked a question.
Then, before the final round
to determine Mr. Muskie, the
MC’s of the event performed a
special rap that Kaitlin Whelan,
who helped organize the competition from the Student Activities
Council, said you “[had] to see to
believe!”
Junior David Franke came in
at third place, sophomore Carl
Bou-Abboud came in at second
and sophomore Joe McGrath
was announced as this year’s Mr.
Muskie.

-Paid Advertisement-

AB Currito Funds
On Nov. 14, support
Alternative Breaks by getting a
meal at Currito. Bring in a card
specifying the specific trip that
will receive 20% of the profit.

Nonviolence Training
On Nov. 13 in Alter room
214 a nonviokence training is
being offered for those interested in exploring nonviolence
and peacemaking as a means to
an end.

Senior Recital
At 7:30 p.m. on Saturday
Nov. 17, in Long Recital Hall
Music Education major Bobby
Escamilla will be putting on his
senior recital. Admission is free.
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Oxford Apartments

1005 –1007 Dana Ave
______________________
 1 bedroom apartments
 affordable - $425 and up
 Free heat & water
 walk to XU campus
 Cable & satellite hook-ups
 equipped kitchen
 Full bathroom
 air conditioning
 Parking
Manager: Art
513-961-3786

Office:
513-474-5093

-Paid Advertisement-

Attention!!!
All Xavier Students

Important Off-Campus Housing
Information
****OFF CAMPUS HOUSING FOR 2013***
2,3,4 and 5 bedroom houses walking distance to
campus. Laundry, off street parking, full sized
bedrooms, fully equipped kitchens. Less than 5
minutes walking to center of campus. Please contact
Doug Spitz at: 513.616.3798 or doug.spitz@cbws.com
****OFF CAMPUS HOUSING FOR 2012***
Available for immediate occupancy. 2,3,4 and 5
bedroom houses walking distance to campus. Laundry,
off street parking, full sized bedrooms, fully equipped
kitchens. Less than 5 minutes walking to center of
campus. Please contact Doug Spitz at: 513.616.3798 or
doug.spitz@cbws.com

-Paid Advertisement-

Flyco Management Off-Campus Housing
Now Leasing for 2013-2014
1617 Potter Place
• 3-4 Bedrooms
•Newly Renovated
•Flat Screen TV
• Alarm System

2 Bedroom Apartments available at
1750 Cleneay and 1760 Cleneay

Great location next to McGrath Health Center
• Great Location

•Quick walk to campus

•Safe Properties

•Off-street parking

• Great back yard

•On XU Shuttle Route

• Gourmet Kitchen

•Flat screen TV’s available with apartments

1604 Potter Place

• 3 Bedrooms
•Newly Renovated
•Flat Screen TV
• Great Deck
• Washer/Dryer

Campus News
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XU and UC students
advertise Freedom Center
By David Maxwell
Staff Writer
Members of Xavier University
and University of Cincinnati
community were invited to attend UC-XU Day. At the National
Underground Railroad Freedom
Center on Nov. 10.
The event was designed to increase awareness of the Freedom
Center, promote the Freedom
Center’s core values and promote
the upcoming Crosstown Classic
men’s basketball game.
Erik Alanson, academic advisor and life skills coordinator for
Student Athlete Academic Support
Services attended the event with
some of Xavier’s student-athletes.
“The intention of the day was
to help raise awareness for the
Freedom Center as it is an important part of Cincinnati’s history.
The museum conveys a powerful
story about past and present oppression and Cincinnati’s representation of freedom during much
of the 19th century,” Alanson said.
“I know that the individuals that
visited came away with a greater
appreciation for the freedom and
privilege that we currently possess
in the United States.”
Xavier and UC students received free admission to the
Freedom Center from 11 a.m. to 5

p.m. Additionally, anyone wearing
Xavier or UC spirit gear received
discounted admission.
The event featured appearances by Xavier and UC mascots
and an autograph session that featured student-athletes. Door prizes were also raffled off for those
who completed a scavenger hunt
throughout the Freedom Center.
Displays created by both institutions were also featured highlighting community engagement
efforts and volunteer opportunities for students at the Freedom
Center.
“The
XU-UC
Freedom
Center Day was a great event that
showed a strong connection between Xavier University and the
University of Cincinnati to benefit a good cause. Both institutions
were represented very well by students, staff and members of the
Cincinnati community,” Alanson
said.
The Dec. 19 Crosstown Classic
will be the first meeting between
the Xavier and UC men’s basketball teams since a brawl ended
last year’s game and resulted in
the suspension of several players
from both squads.
Jenny Mendoza, News Editor
Phone: 773-415-6448
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
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XU Ethics Bowl takes

3

philosophy to Indianapolis
By Hollis Conners
Staff Writer
The Ethics Bowl, an APPE
Regional event, hosted 20 universities on Nov. 3 In Indianapolis
at Marian University.
Xavier’s team played three
other schools; Belmont, Mount
St. Joseph and Butler.
This was the first year
Xavier was able to compete as
a team. They were approved in
October.
The competition was set up
in a debate format.
The team received 15 ethical
cases, with topics including the
difference between street art and
vandalism and if children owed
their parents anything.
The team was given a few
weeks to propose ethical responses to each case, and when
the competition rolled around,
teams were posed questions
about each case.
“You were able to think
on your feet in a very interesting way,” team member Taylor
Fulkerson said. “As a team we
also were able to jump in when
someone needed a little extra support or had exhausted a thought.
Together we figured out ethical
responses as best we could and

-Paid Advertisement-

had fun in
the experience.”
There
are many
factors
that categorize a
response
Photo courtesy of Taylor Fulkerson
an ethical
Chris Dobbs, Chris Langese, Michael Petrany, Taylor Fulkerson, and Matt Allen
one.
represent Xavier University’s Ethics bowl at Marian University.
W h e n
responding,
like John Stewart Mill, Kant and
the team tries to treat persons as Aristotle, and apply them directends, recognize equality among ly to these tough cases.
individuals and groups of people
Instead of trying to find
and preserve rights of all people loopholes around the problem
involved.
presented by the case we try to
However, the main goal when ground our principles directly in
posing ethical responses is to the thought of these writers.”
maintain as many of the facThe team is considering extors as they can, and at the same panding their participation in
time reach the greatest good competition to a bioethics compossible.
petition held in Georgetown
There are multiple ethical sys- yearly.
tems used in formulating ethical
Those interested in getting
responses during competition. involved have a chance to join
Xavier’s team focuses on one.
next fall.
“One way I think our team is
Participants must have a
unique is that we take a philo- willingness to speak in front of
sophical approach to these cas- people, a working knowledge
es,” team captain Chris Dobbs of the utilitarianism, virtue ethsaid. “We take the ethicists stu- ics, Kantian deontology and the
dents may have heard about in ability to use good rhetoric.
PHIL 100, from philosophers
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SGA explores possibility of Greek life at Xavier
By andrew koch
Staff Writer

tee’s plan is to eventually work
with Xavier’s administration in
developing a systematic survey
that will assess students’ feelings
about Greek life in general.
Should the committee’s research determine a majority of
students are interested in furthering Greek life, Krzeski said
he and his colleagues would
make a presentation to the
administration to initiate the

process.
“Go Greek?” hosted an open
forum for discussion about the
possibility of increased Greek
life on Nov. 8 in the atrium
of Gallagher Student Center
where student volunteers from
the crowd presented their cases both for and against an increase in Greek life on Xavier’s
campus.
A panel of students currently

involved in the five fraternities
and sororities already on campus also spoke about their experiences with Greek life.
While officially a non-Greek
campus, Xavier already hosts
chapters of five historically black
Greek-letter organizations.
SGA has looked into the possibility of increasing Greek life
activity on campus in the past,
but the results of their research

Senior Student Government
Association senate members
Phil Krzeski and Desmond
Dodd are heading what they
are calling the “Go Greek?” initiative, a committee surveying
student interest in increasing
Greek life activity on Xavier’s
campus.
Their aim is to assess whether
or not Xavier students feel the
university could benefit from
starting chapters of nationwide
fraternities and sororities on
Xavier’s campus.
Krzeski and Dodd wish to
determine the interest in Greek
life at Xavier by surveying the
interests of the student body
and running a dialogue open to
the Xavier community.
“We are a neutral and research-based project.
We’re
trying to raise awareness while
at the same time attempting to
understand overall sentiment,”
Krzeski said in an e-mail. “[‘Go
Greek?’] is students working
together and trying to form a
comprehensive image of the
student body’s desire or lack
Photo courtesy of Facebook.com
thereof for Greek life.”
Krzeski said that the commit- Senior SGA senate members Phil Krzeski and Desmond Dodd have been surveying XU student’s interest in Greek Life.

CORRECTIONS Once a Muskie, Always a Muskie
Xavier Alumni celebrate reunion weekend
By pammy brault
Staff Writer

The Newswire strives
to keep the integrity and
honor of all in the articles
we publish.
In an effort to better the
paper, please tell us if you
find corrections that need
to be made.
We appreciate your help
in making the Newswire a
better newspaper.

E-mail us at newswire@xavier.edu or call
us at 513-745-3607.

This past weekend over 550
alumni and friends of the university ventured back to Xavier’s
campus for Reunion Weekend
2012.
Each class with a five-year
anniversary was invited back to
celebrate or “relive” their time at
Xavier and see how campus has
grown since their glory days.
There was a special focus on
the class of 1962 because they
were celebrating their 50-year
anniversary.
Alumni came in from 26
different states
across the
country
It’s always
and repregreat
being
sented 47
back on camdifferent
pus. The place
years spanlooks amazning from
ing with all of
1942-2011.
the new buildJ o h n
ings and green
Brault is
space
one of the
members
of
the
John Brault,
class
of
Xavier University,
1987
who
Class of ‘86
came back
to campus

“

for his 25th reunion.
“It’s always great being back
on campus. The place looks
amazing with all of the new
buildings and green space. Best
of all was seeing old friends,
some of whom I haven’t seen in
almost 20 years. We had a great
time reminiscing about the old
days. It was like we were back
in school and never left,” Brault
said.
Every year, Reunion Weekend
is the largest on-campus alumni
event.
Joe Ventura, director for the
National Alumni Association,
was in charge of this year’s
occasion.
Activities that made up the
weekend event included: the
men’s basketball season opening
game, class-specific events, art
displays, academic presentations,
campus tours and various lunch
and dinner receptions, as well as
an all-reunion Mass.
“This weekend provided an
excellent opportunity to not only
showcase the Xavier campus
with all the newly constructed
buildings but also to re-engage
alumni from ten Xavier classes and nine Edgecliff classes
whose class years ended in two
and seven,” Ventura said.

have either been inconclusive or
determined that Greek life was
not a feasible or appropriate option for Xavier.
Despite results from previous evaluations, Krzeski, Dodd
and their team believe that the
time has come to reevaluate
student interest in the issue in a
way that is central to the Jesuit
concept of learning.
“Our project falls in line
[with] the concept of Ignatian
dialogue,” Krzeski said. “We
see a potential issue here at
Xavier and in order to make the
best decision possible, we have
called attention to this issue by
raising awareness through information and discussion.”
“Go Greek?” encourages students to engage in debate about Greek life either
on their Facebook page or
through their Twitter handle (@
XavierGoGreek).
“Everyone is welcome to participate in the project in whatever capacity they desire,” Krzeski
said. “We are completely open
with our entire project and look
to incorporate all opinions and
comments in our research to
make sure that our project concludes with a benefit to the entire university community.”

- Paid Advertisement -

EUROPEAN STUDY PROGRAM
Maastricht, The Netherlands
May 10 to June 8, 2013

• Spend 4 weeks in Europe
• Live and study at the University of Maastricht
in The Netherlands
• Earn 6 credit hours
• Travel with Xavier students and faculty
INFORMATION SESSION
Monday, November 19, 2012
3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
SMH, Room 137
For more information, contact:
Ms. Cindy Stockwell or Ms. Nancy Mazza
(SMH, Room 120A. Tel: 745-3131)
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Professor McLoughlin wins 2012 Lifeboat Debate
By taylor fulkerson
Staff Writer

Over 110 Xavier students
voted to answer an unusual question as seven Xavier
professors squared off on
Thursday in the second annual
Lifeboat Debate: If you had to
rebuild civilization, which single professor would you choose
to bring with you, if any?
Senior Chris Dobbs and junior Michael Petrany organized
the event this year and seven
professors participated.
The participating professors
consisted of a philosophy professor, a chemistry professor, a
mathematics professor, a psychology professor, a political
science professor and a devil’s
advocate (played by a philosophy professor).
The evening concluded af-

ter lively debate with the vote
count. Over 110 votes were tallied. Dr. Gottlieb (playing devil’s advocate) took third place
with 19 votes, Dr. Chrastil (a
history professor) received 32
votes for second place, and Dr.
McLoughlin (a chemistry professor) was awarded the first
place of an oar after receiving
37 votes.
“I thought the devil’s advocate would win. And I’m very
surprised that chemistry wins
anything,” McLoughlin said.
The event, only in its second
year, had an impressive turnout.
Dr. Timothy Quinn participated last year and helped organize this year.
“I thought it went outstanding. It was another impressive
turnout. The students were
enthusiastic, participating faculty were enthusiastic, prepared;

The Lifeboat Debate 2012: The Results

1st: Dr. David McLoughlin
(Chemistry), 37 votes
2nd: Dr. Rachel Chrastil
(History), 32 votes
3rd: Dr. Gabriel Gottlieb
(Philosophy), 19 votes

Newswire photo by Taylor Fulkerson

This year’s Lifeboat Debate Participants and organizers (Left to right): Dr. Chrastil, senior Chris Dobbs, Dr.
Gottlieb, Dr. McLoughlin, Dr. Rossa, Dr. Stukenberg, Dr. Sweeney, Dr. White and junior Michael Petrany.

they did a great job. [...] If the
last two years are any indication,
I think that we should be able
to continue this for quite a long
time, and successfully. It shows
you how seriously the students
are taking their education,”
Quinn said.
Co-organizer Chris Dobbs
verified the success of the
evening.
“There’s no pizza here. If this
[event] can legitimately fill up
this auditorium, attract [more
than one hundred students] and
if it’s just a talk about the liberal
arts, then I think it shows that
the liberal arts are interesting
and valued by Xavier students,”
Dobbs said.
Though serious in its dia-

- Paid Advertisements-

Classifieds
FOR RENT:
Available for the 2013/2014 school year, House
for rent. 6 Bedrooms, 2 full bath, modern
kitchen with dishwasher, balcony, off street
parking, washer/dryer provided for tenant
use, very close to campus (walk or on campus
shuttle route), currently rented to XU students.
For information, please call Karen at 321-2946

logue approach, the evening
had its laughs as well, with each
professor presenting their own
view of why their subject discipline is superior to the others.
“Philosophy is the most pregnant discipline,” Dr. Sweeney
said in the first presentation, “It
gave birth to all the others.”
Dr. McLoughlin insinuated
the limited utility in the other
disciplines and their own education to the audience in a bid
to win votes.
“Do you know how to make
steel? I do,” McLoughlin said.
The number of votes that he
received proved that he managed to hold his own, despite
the fact that he was the only
hard science represented at the

table.
“Psychology isn’t ancient. It’s
the new kid on the block. We’re
hip,” Dr. Stukenberg said, arguing that his discipline was best.
In spite of philosophy professor Dr. Gottlieb claiming
that “being hip isn’t an argument,” Stukenberg still managed to earn a fourth-placed
finish.
It appears that the advantage
that the devil’s advocate seemed
to hold in last year’s debate has
been eradicated; both Dobbs
and Petrany asserted that the
format of this year’s debate
seemed fair.
Ed Morley, Campus News Editor
Phone: (513) 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
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Men’s basketball exceeds expectations
By sabrina Brown

tional runner-up in both 2010 and
2011.
“I see them having a great year.
I kind of laugh at the whole ninth
place thing,” Butler head coach
Brad Stevens said.
While Stevens may have always seen Xavier as a contender,
the Musketeers saw this game as
an opportunity to show the world
of college basketball not to count
them out.
“We’re a tough team. We don’t
take criticism. We don’t just lay
down and let teams run over us.
Today we played against a well-

coached, tough team, but today we
just played harder and we showed
that we were a tougher team,” senior forward Jeff Robinson said.
In its season opener, Xavier set
a new record of points scored in
single game with 117, surpassing
the previous record of 108.
This marked Xavier’s 23rd
straight victory in a season-opener. The Musketeers had seven
players score in double-digits, including sophomore point guard
Dee Davis, who recorded his first
career double-double.
Davis more than doubled his

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Sophomore point guard Dee Davis recorded his first career double-double
in Xavier’s victory over Farleigh Dickinson University on Friday night.

Redshirt senior Travis Taylor
surpassed 1,000 career points.

Cincinnati native redshirt junior Erik Stenger is a starter for the Musketeers
and a transfer student from Northern Kentucky University.

Sports Editor

No one had high hopes for
Xavier basketball this season. The
Musketeers were picked to finish ninth in the Atlantic 10 and
were counted out before the season even started. But no one expected how the Musketeers’ first
two games of the 2012-13 season
would play out.
Xavier defeated its now conference rival Butler 62-47 in the
ESPN Tip-off Marathon. The
Bulldogs were picked to finish
sixth in the A-10 and were the na-

previous career-high of 10 points
and led all Xavier scorers with 22
points. The sophomore also set a
career-high in assists with 15.
Perhaps one of the biggest
changes in this team from last season’s squad can be summed up in
one word: team.
Last season, the Musketeers
were often hindered by the offensively driven backcourt duo of
Mark Lyons and Tu Holloway, and
this season, at least thus far, the
team plays with a fluidity that can
only exist through truly unselfish
play.

Sports Opinion: the student section monster
By Nikhil Jelaji
Staff Writer

ESPN’s 24 hour Tip-Off marathon brought more than basketball to Cintas Center on Tuesday.
It brought empty seats to classrooms and filled seats in our student section.
With a relatively short line getting into Cintas Center, there were
plenty of rumors about saving
seats for those still in class.
A 4 p.m. tipoff prompted
rushed labs, skipped classes and
late arrivals, but in the end it was
all worth it.
The Xavier men's basketball
team was welcomed to the court
by a sea of blue glow sticks.

Cintas Center really lit up during
the national anthem and during
our player introductions.
Energy from our student
section was vibrant from the
beginning.
Section 215 was filled with
Butler fans who often tried to
overpower the noise from Xavier
students roaring directly below
them, but ultimately, they failed.
Senior Jeff Robinson ignited
the crowd early in the first half
with a four-point play. It is inevitable that he is going to be loved
more as the season goes on. His
dominant performance was appreciated by Xavier students and
we look forward to more of those

performances.
While our student section
remained loud and standing in
Xavier’s 62-47 victory over Butler,
we must form as one student section for future games.
Yes, we were loud, but at times,
chants were done by one section
but not the other. Let’s change
that so that there is no way opposing fans will even get a chance to
be heard.
As usual, Brad Redford’s threepointers got the crowd going, but
it was the all-around performances
that kept our crowd loud. Senior
Travis Taylor got the standing
ovation he deserved by hitting his
1,000-point milestone.

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

The Xavier student section cheers the Musketeers to victory over rival Butler in the ESPN Tip-Off marathon.

Sophomore Dee Davis has
made a statement in his first two
games and got the fans aweing at
his “ankle-breaking” drives to the
basket.
It is great to finally see a group
of men that gets equal support offensively and defensively.
ESPN’s camera crew brought
our student section into the game
and our fellow students got air
time so that they can tell their
mom and dad that they were on
T.V.
It’s only two games into the season and we are 2-0, but regardless
of which camera crew enters our
threshold, we need to unite as one
and stand behind our Musketeers.
Whoever we play, our Xavier
men’s basketball team deserves
a student section ready to come
out and stay noisy throughout the
game.
The final buzzer sounded with
cheers and applause coming from
every corner of Cintas Center.
As players came to greet their
excited fans, it was apparent that
they were excited to share that win
with us.
Though students likely headed
to Gallagher, the CLC or their
night class after the game, this win
over Butler will unleash a monster
that will be known as our student
section.
Those that are panicking about
their skipped class or the lack of
effort on their chemistry lab, I
urge you to admit that it was all
worth it.

The Musketeers are doing
something refreshing this season:
having fun.
It’s clear that this is a team that
loves to play together, a quality
that’s evident not only in its play
but in the atmosphere in Cintas as
well.
“The fans made the game
fun. A lot of teams may not have
fun, but I know for sure that we
have a lot of fun when we play,”
Robinson said.
Xavier will take to its home
court again when it takes on Robert
Morris at 2 p.m. on Saturday.

Coach Mack’s
Tweet of the week

Head men’s basketball coach
Chris Mack is considered one
of the funniest tweeters in
college basketball.

@NewswireSports
picked their favorite for the
week.
@CoachChrisMack:Many
beautiful places across
America you get to see
when out recruiting. The NJ
Turnpike isn’t on the high
end of that list...
Be sure to check out

@xaviernewswire
and

@NewswireSports
for all your latest
Xavier

news!
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Volleyball preps for A-10 tournament Men’s soccer nets third
B T W
straight tournament bid
y

im

ilmes

Staff Writer
The Xavier volleyball team had
a bittersweet weekend, losing to
their conference rival Dayton on
Saturday in Cintas Center while
also securing a two-seed in the
Atlantic 10 Tournament.
The Musketeers lost in four
sets (25-22, 21-25, 25-19, 25-18)
to the Flyers, battling the No. 12
team in the nation valiantly but ultimately coming up short in three
of the sets.
Xavier looked to come back
from a first set defeat by taking
the second game against Dayton,
but couldn’t muster enough fight
to bring the last two matches close
enough for a win.
The Musketeers and Flyers were
close to identical in every statistic

category on Saturday night and
played an even match, but Xavier
ultimately couldn’t keep pace with
Dayton. The biggest difference
was the attacking game, although
both teams attacked the ball.
Xavier recorded a .220 hitting
percentage but was spiked out
of the game by the Flyers’ .253
percentage.
Redshirt junior Alex Smith led
the team with 15 kills and a .500
hitting percentage and was one of
four players who recorded doubledigit kills.
Her sister, sophomore Aubree
Smith, recorded 51 assists on the
match and averaged 12.75 assists
per set.
Despite a tough loss, Xavier
clinched a two-seed in the A-10
Tournament for the third year in

a row. Xavier will play the winner
of three-seeded VCU and sixseeded Butler at 3:30 p.m. on Sat.
at Duquesne. One-seed Dayton,
who went undefeated in the A-10,
will play the winner of four-seeded Duquesne and five-seeded
Temple.
Fortunately, the Musketeers
have not conceded a set all year
to either team that they could face
on Saturday. The Muskies have
tallied six sets against Butler’s zero
in conference play this year, and
swept a match at VCU earlier this
month.
They look to continue their
dominance on Saturday and potentially play one-seeded Dayton
in the championship, who defeated the Musketeers in the tournament final last year as well.

Senior Kaleigh Rougraff
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By Kyle Isaacs
Asst. Sports Editor

The Xavier men’s soccer team
fell short this past weekend at the
Atlantic 10 Championships, losing 1-0 to Saint Louis University
in the semifinals.
The Musketeers were looking for their third straight A-10
Championship title but could
not defeat the second-seeded
Billikens.
The men’s team advanced to
the semifinals via a penalty shootout victory over the University of
Dayton on Thursday night following a 1-1 draw. The Musketeers
now stand with a 13-2-5 record
in addition to a 6-1-2 mark in the
A-10.
In their opening game of the
tournament, Xavier and Dayton
played to a 1-1 tie despite playing
additional minutes. Junior Matt
Walker netted the Musketeers’
lone goal in the 56th minute to tie
the game up.
Following the overtime, the
match moved to penalty kicks,
where Xavier edged out Dayton
3-2.
Senior
goalkeeper
Justin
Marshall stopped two shots during the shootout while seniors
James Spencer and James Queree

and junior Nick Hagglund scored
on their attempts.
The win marked the third shootout victory for the Musketeers in
the past three seasons.
“It took us going down 1-0 to
realize it’s postseason time,” head
coach Andy Fleming said. “The
theme of today was to be able to
play another day.”
Xavier returned to action on
Friday against a team they had
beaten previously in the season.
The Musketeers played the
Billikens to an even game until
the 82nd minute when Saint Louis
went ahead via a late second-half
goal.
The team put only three shots
on goal during the contest compared to the five for Saint Louis.
The loss marks only the second
defeat of the season for Xavier,
who set a program record for
victories.
Xavier will take on the
University of Kentucky at 7
p.m. Thursday in Lexington, Ky.
with the hopes of securing the
first tournament win in program
history.
Sabrina Brown, Sports Editor
Phone: 745-3607
newswire-sports@xavier.edu

cross country
Mixed week for women’s basketball Xavier
ends successful season
By Danny O’malley

Wanniger, who posted 15 points.
Wanniger made all six of her free
throw attempts.
As a team, the Musketeers
made 21 out of their 25 free throw
attempts, posting an 84 free throw
percentage.
Redshirt sophomore Lakeisha
Crouch recorded Xavier’s only
double-double.
She
scored
11 points while grabbing 12
rebounds.
As a team, Xavier had a solid
defensive day. The Musketeers
forced 16 turnovers while committing only 13 turnovers.
The team compiled 10 steals to
Bucknell’s eight, but
the real factor was
the total number of
blocks. Xavier produced eight swats
to Bucknell’s one.
While the number of assists was
evenly dispersed
amongst the team,
redshirt
junior
guard Ty O’Neill led
with five assists.
Even
though
Xavier won by nine
points, the game
remained
close
throughout the day.
Xavier
went
on an 11-5 run to
close out the first
half and open the
second half, but
Newswire photos by Jack Hatterschide Bucknell eventually
Junior point guard Shatyra Hawkes led the Musketeers fought back to get
in scoring with 19 points in the season opener.
within two points.

Staff Writer
The Xavier women’s basketball
team started the year off strong,
winning their first regular season
game this past Saturday. They defeated Bucknell 71-62 at Cintas
Center.
Junior guard Shatyra Hawkes
led the Musketeers in scoring with
19 points. Seven of those points
came in the first half, but Hawkes
kicked it into high gear and put up
the final 12 in the second half.
Behind Hawkes in the scoring
column was junior guard Ashley

The game continued until the
Musketeers went on a 7-1 run that
put them comfortably ahead for
the rest of the game.
“We did a great job of sticking
together and continuing to play
team basketball,” head coach Amy
Waugh said.
Xavier followed the victory
with a 62-53 loss to Michigan on
Monday night.
The team plays their next
four games at Cintas Center. The
Musketeers play High Point next
Monday and then host Morehead
State on Nov. 21.
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Junior guard Ashley Wanninger
added 15 points for Xavier.

By Caleb Childers

Staff Writer
The women’s and men’s cross
country teams made history this
past weekend at the NCAA Great
Lakes Regional cross country
meet.
The women’s team came in
13th place out of 32 teams, which
is their highest placing ever. At the
same time the men’s team came in
19th place out of 30 teams.
Leading the women’s team was
junior Clare Fischer, who came in
38th place with a time of 21:22 in
the 6k race.
Not too far behind Fischer
was her twin sister, junior Abby
Fischer, who came in 61st place
with a time of 21:43.
Coming in just 16 seconds
later was sophomore Chelsea
Hoffmaster, who came in 79th
place with a time of 21:59.
Shortly after Hoffmaster were
juniors Jessica Albers and Anna
Ahlrichs. Albers came in 94th
with a time of 22:10 and Ahlrichs
ran a 22:36, which was good for
124th.
Last season the women’s team
placed 16th at the regional meet
and with most of the varsity runners returning they look to improve upon their already historic
result.
Michigan won the team race,
who was ranked sixth in the country in the last national coaches poll.
Michigan State, who was ranked
11th, was second in the race. The
Musketeers finished ahead of
both Dayton and Cincinnati.

Michigan, Michigan State,
Butler, Notre Dame and Toledo
all qualified for NCAA nationals
in Louisville, Ky.
On the men’s side, the team was
lead by junior Tom Ohlman who
placed 20th in the 10k race with a
time of 31:40. Ohlman won his
first ever all-region honors by being in the top 25 of the race.
Next for the men’s side was
senior Hank Geer, who finished
in 45th place with a time of
32:15. Geer’s time placed him at
eighth on the all-time 10k for the
program.
Fellow senior Ben Foley came
in after Geer just over a minute
later with a time of 33:31. Foley
came in 115th place in his final
cross country race.
Junior Spencer Liechty and
freshman Austin Winter rounded out the top-five for Xavier.
Liechty finished in 142nd with a
time of 34:15, and Winter came in
162nd with a time of 34:43.
Wisconsin, a national powerhouse, won the meet with a score
of 43 points. Wisconsin is ranked
sixth in the nation and is expected
to be a contender at the national
cross country meet. Wisconsin,
Michigan, Indiana, Michigan State
and Notre Dame all qualified for
nationals.
Neither the men’s nor women’s
teams qualified for the national
cross country meet so the teams’
cross country seasons are over.
Both teams will finally have some
much-needed rest before they begin their indoor track season.
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Staff Editorial

- Talkin’ bout jaywalking It was brought to the attention of the Xavier Newswire that
Cincinnati police have begun giving tickets to students for the insanely heinous crime of jaywalking across Victory Parkway.
Yes, you read that correctly:
jaywalking.
A police officer actually took
the time to stop a student that
crossed Victory Parkway, and go
through all the hoops of writing
and issuing a ticket. That’s a lot of
effort for an officer who probably
had to come screeching to a halt
after driving upwards of 60 mph
down the road.
We’re talking about jaywalking.
Cincinnati police’s decision
to actually start caring about jaywalking is astounding considering
a violent crime or two was probably being committed in South
Avondale at the time of the stu-

dent’s ill-timed rush across the
street in order to not be late for
class.
Here’s a genius idea: let Xavier
police worry about students’
movement about the campus and
Cincinnati police can worry about
the next murder or the next crash
from vehicles drag racing up and
down Victory Pkwy. Sounds like a
plan to us.
But we’re here talking about
jaywalking.
Seriously though, most students that have crossed Victory
Parkway on a regular basis will
liken the experience to a real-life
game of Frogger.
One second the road could be
completely clear in both directions
and the next moment the Daytona
500 is coming around the bend.
But we’re talking about
jaywalking.

Not a murder, not a robbery,
we’re talking about jaywalking.
It seems silly to the Newswire
that our local police are worrying about a little jaywalking when
students living in Norwood play
nightly games of “Gunshots or
Fireworks?”
It’s not like students are getting
mauled by cars while crossing the
street.
More likely, students that are
crossing at a reasonable rate have
to engage in a little double time to
avoid becoming pancakes in the
middle of the road.
If there have been complaints
about students being in the way,
then it should behoove Cincinnati
police to fix the problem at its
source: the speeding cars on
Victory Raceway.
But for now, we’re just here,
talking about jaywalking.

Letters to the Editor
Xavier University’s mission
statement asserts, almost redundantly, that the focus in this institution is the education of the
whole person — body, mind and
spirit.
For many, this means coming
to the realization that there are
faiths, cultures and people that
they are not superior to. Rabbi
Abie Ingber, in the spirit of global understanding, founded the
Office of Interfaith Community
Engagement.
Raising much of his own funds,
Rabbi Abie brings to students of
all different backgrounds, opportunities to interact and work together towards something bigger
than themselves.

Through these projects and
interactions future Xavier alumni
are given the tools to go into the
world and be testaments against
ignorance and to become leaders
who bring unity to the places they
go.
It appears, however, that this
is no longer important to Xavier
University. Next year they plan
to get rid of Rabbi Abie and all
the wonderful things, tangible and
intangible, that he brings to our
campus.
Firing Rabbi Abie is, essentially, Xavier telling the students who
don’t fit a Catholic mold that they
are not important.
It is telling us that “love thy
neighbor” only applies to the

people we already know and that,
despite having access to a diverse
group of people, we do not need
to learn how to work together.
Xavier University is taking from
us the opportunities to become
global citizens in a world that
desperately needs more understanding. Besides it is eliminating
a wonderful person that brightens
countless lives.
Katelyn Price
Sophomore
Editor’s Note: Rabbi Ingber is not
being fired. For more information,
please see the front page.

Feel strongly about a
story or column?
Don’t like either column this week?
Do you feel strongly about either side?
Write a letter to the editor.
We would love to print your opinions. After all, we are
the Opinions and Editorials section. Email your letter to
newswire-oped@xavier.edu.
Your opinions don’t even have to be about this page:
They could be about any story you see in the Newswire
or anything happening on campus. We look forward to
seeing your opinions in our inbox soon!

Opinions&Editorials
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Compromising of hair and policies

Xavier Newswire

T

he past week or so has
been tumultuous: the
election stirred us all
up at least a little, whether it was
over the changes we perceived
imminent or the onslaught of
commercials; budget cuts were
announced for almost every department in
the university
and the library;
basketball
season began
(I think); the
dreaded preThanksgiving
papers have all
been assigned;
and most startling of all, I
cut my hair.
Yes, indeed,
I cut my hair.
It’s come as
a shock and
surprise
to
many, but I
have reduced
my shoulderlength locks
to less than an inch that hugs my
scalp and offers no protection
against the wind and cold.
Despite all this, the world is
still spinning. Despite the over
$6 billion spent on the election,
despite a frightening pile of assignments on my desk, despite
the fact that some of my friends
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are still having trouble recognizing me now, the status quo really hasn’t changed. While the
president was reelected and both
houses of Congress retained
their respective majorities, I’m
still struggling to get everything
in on time, and I’m still very
philosophical.
So why haven’t
things changed? Why
is it that “the center can hold?” When
things seem to be
in flux, where has
our lack of change
stemmed from?
On the sociopolitical level, our unchanged
situation
seems to come from
two things: a commitment to democracy and the fact that
we don’t talk about
things.
I think it’s telling
that despite the ridiculous amount of
cash pumped into this
election on both sides, especially
when the coffers on one side
were fuller than the other, that
the less affluent camp kept its
candidate in the White House.
I think this is a good thing,
but not because it’s President
Obama. I don’t want to say anything about his presidency at the

moment; I mean to say that even
when our country is deeply divided and we try to pump money
into swaying the country one way
or another, we still
discredit attack ads.
We still recognize
the importance of
casting a ballot. We
still know that the
lies and exaggerations are simply lies
and exaggerations.
Why is that important? Arguably, it
means we can still
think for ourselves.
Do we always act or vote in total prudence? Absolutely not, but
democracy is still alive and well
when dollars don’t decide the
presidency.
On the other hand, not much
has changed in recent years. Sure,
we passed healthcare (or some
watered-down version of it) and
marriage equality has made some
strides. Even immigrants are in a
slightly better place with deferrals
in place for a two-year period, for
starters.
But as Americans, there are a
lot of things we don’t talk about:
drone attacks and ethics, income
inequality and poverty, the long
term vision of immigration into
the United States and why it happens in the first place.
Our Congress has not been

this partisan since immediately before the Civil War. We
frequently turn on each other
based on petty labels. We don’t

talk about the heavier issues and
things aren’t necessarily getting
better. They’re staying the same.
If we did have dialogue, how
could we change things?
If we had something like the
lifeboat debate for life outside of
college, where people discussed
(from multiple disciplines) the
pros and cons of real solutions
that aren’t just proposals by
Democrats or Republicans, what
could we come up with? What if
we became more motivated over
politics than basketball?
Yes, we’ve kept our democratic ways but eaten our partisanship, too. My point is this: it’s
painful to see how much we talk
and spend and how very little we
actually get done. That conversation can start from the ground

can all agree on.
We have to compromise sometimes, friends. It’s my gut feeling
that we may need that in our own
university soon.
We need to talk politics and
university policies without shouting matches.
All-in-all, I decided to compromise on my hair to look half
presentable for a number of
events this month and to make
life a little easier, but I certainly
didn’t have to waste $6 billion on
it.
No one yelling at me changed
my mind.
If we’re going to get anywhere
at all with each other, it’s going
to be through openness and dialogue, and Xavier ought to be a
place for it.

I find this opening a great
chance for students to get involved and make a difference.
Furthermore, it is rare for students to find out if Senate is right
for them without having to go
through the process of winning

niors, three juniors, three sophomores and four first-years.
I am a proponent of the best
person getting appointed to the
position. Yet, I hope that many
qualified underclassmen apply.
With myself and the other se-

spring. Ladies, I am very aware
that you function and think differently than myself,
and your presence
would be very welcome to Senate.
Also, females are
in the majority on
campus, so it would
seem advantageous
for them to have
more
representation. I encourage
females to turn in
applications to join.
A great opportunity is presented
to the student body,
and I hope that every student considers the impact that
he or she could have
on our university.
Despite
her
strong presence on Senate, I am
optimistic that the resigning senator will be replaced with a talented and qualified peer of ours.
I look forward to the impact
this student will have, and I hope
he or she continues to better our
stigma with the students we are
serving.
I challenge our student body
to ponder this opening.

If you are a senior, looking
for a great way to finish out your
time at X and
give back to the
university, then
Senate may be
right for you.
Juniors have
the
opportunity to learn the
ropes now and
become powerful members as
seniors
when
they are the big
dogs on campus
next year.
Sophomores
have a magnitude of potential
as their experiences have been
drastically different than that
of upperclassmen; their opinion
would be very valuable.
Finally, first-years are the students who are going to be here
the longest and have the most potential to make a huge influence
on the future of this school.
So please, think about it, pray
about it, turn in your applications
and let’s make next semester great
and successful for Senate.

Taylor
Fulkerson

Columnist

up, though, with normal people.
I think we need to start serious
but patient conversations if we
do want to see change that we

“My point is this: it’s painful to
see how much we talk and spend
and how very little we actually
get done.”
Taylor Fulkerson, Columnist

A great opportunity
D

uring the Senate
meeting,
senior
Senator
Sarah
Roveda announced her resignation from Senate for second semester. She cannot return due to
a class conflict with the 3:00 p.m.
Monday meeting
time.
As a result,
Senate will be
operating with 19
members come
spring semester.
According to the
Senate Rules of
Order,
Senate
must have 20
members, so SGA
President
Seth
Walsh is in the
process of putting
a selection committee together
to appoint a new
member.
As a current senator, I urge
all students to strongly consider
applying for this position. Until
I was elected last spring, I had
been an open critic of Senate
and the stigma of the members.
Currently, I am enjoying serving
my time on Senate and have seen
the good and the bad of it.

“A great opportunity is presented
to the student body, and I hope
that every student considers the
impact that he or she could have
on our university.”
Andrew Bush, Columnist
an election.
Technically, whoever is appointed will only serve for a few
months until the spring elections
when he or she could run for
reelection.
If a senior is appointed then
he or she would just serve out the
term’s remainder. Next semester,
Senate will consist of nine se-

niors on our way out, many positions will be opening. It would
be beneficial for younger classes
to gain some experienced representation for the future.
Underclassmen,
strongly
consider what you can bring to
Senate, and please do apply.
Additionally, only seven female
senators will be returning in the

Andrew
bush

Columnist
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Titus Andronicus:
Symphonic Winds and Chamber
Local Business review Orchestra perform in Gallagher
Kyle Grim
Staff Writer

Titus Andronicus, a punk rock
band from New Jersey, returns
with its third album, Local Business.
The band takes the large, grandiose sound of Arcade Fire and
combines it with the violence of
The Clash, with just a hint of
Bruce Springsteen’s heartland
rock.
Titus Andronicus is well-known
for its nihilistic viewpoint, which
is immediately evident in the
album opener “Ecce Homo.”
Lead vocalist and lyricist Patrick
Stickles sneers through the first
lines, “Okay I think by now we’ve
established/ That everything is
inherently worthless/ And there’s
nothing in the Universe/ With any
kind of objective purpose.”
Self-loathing is another common
theme, with the same song having lyrics such as “I heard about
my authentic self/ What would I
say if I ever meet him?/ I guess
‘you’re guilty of a terrible crime’/
And I know it was my birth.”
Stickles’ trademark sneer, which
sounds a lot like Joe Strummer
of The Clash, propels the songs
along at their (usually) brisk pace.
You can hear both the expression
and the pure release of pain in his
voice throughout the songs.

While it seems as if Titus
Andronicus is all doom and gloom,
they do manage to have some fun.
The brief song “Food Fight” is a
fast and furious rock song containing no other lyrics than those
found in the title. While short,
it is a fun distraction and almost
serves as relief from the dark subject matter of the album.
Musically, the album is filled
with fast, punk tunes with hints
of heartland rock. The choruses
are big, and unlike other punk
albums, there’s a wide variety
of instruments used, including
piano, strings, brass and others.
The album closer, “Tried to Quit
Smoking,” starts out as a mournful slow jam, but midway through,
it turns into a blues jam, complete
with harmonica.
Local Business is easily one of the
top five best albums released this
year. Anybody who enjoys punk
rock should definitely give it a listen. While the dark subject matter
may make it difficult to approach,
those who do will be greatly
rewarded.

Newswire Rating:

B on d is ba ck :
Sky fall Rev ie w
Grant Vance

Staff Writer

Skyfall, to say the least, made
a statement that James Bond is
back and he isn’t going anywhere
anytime soon. In the business
of “resurrection,” as Mr. Bond
would say, Skyfall is successfully
reminding audiences everywhere
just what Bond is all about and
why we have grown to love his
secret agent antics. With the presence of a new story, an abundance
of Easter eggs, small cameos and
a great cast, the 50th anniversary
of James Bond is nothing short
of a triumph.
In the opening scene we are
immediately drawn into a high intensity chase of Bond attempting
to re-acquire a stolen list of MI-6
agents. While the chase escapades
unfold, leading to a bad call from
long time MI-6 supervisor, “M”
(Judi Dench), Bond accidentally
is shot by his fellow agent and assumed dead. From here the plot
unfolds as we discover (shocking
twist) Bond still kicking and womanizing as usual. The plot for this
film is enjoyable; it’s rich in origin
and has a villain that you love so

much, he is hard to hate.
Speaking in terms of the villain, the portrayal of Raoul Silva,
played by actor Javier Bardem, is
incredibly fun to watch. Bardem
plays out the character to be one
of the most memorable antagonists I have seen in a while. With
his joker-esque attitude and his
compelling history with “M,”
Raoul Silva will have an open seat
with the villainous table of greats
for years to come.
While Skyfall isn’t without its
faults, it certainly proved to be
the classic James Bond movie
everyone has been waiting to see
since Casino Royale. It would have
almost made more sense to have
had Skyfall as the first installment
into the Daniel Craig chapter of
James Bond. Skyfall is a must see
for Bond and movie fans alike.
Go grab your shaken Martinis
and get ready to introduce yourself by saying your last name before your first. Bond is back.

Newswire Rating:

Jenny Mendoza

Campus News Editor

Xavier University’s Chamber
Orchestra and Symphonic Winds
presented a free concert entitled “From the Sublime to the
Ridiculous” at 7:30 p.m. on Nov.
8 in the Gallagher Theater. Both
groups were led under the direction of Conductor Dr. Matthew
Westgate. The Chamber Orchestra
consists of string instruments,
such as violin, cello and bass. They
performed prior to the Symphonic
Winds. Dr. Westgate directed the
first piece, entitled Concerto Grosso
Opus 6 No. 1, which is broken into
five different movements. Students
Jonathan Long and Lauren Holt
were violin soloists and Sarah
Jolly performed
a cello solo
in this piece.
The second
piece
was handed over
to student conductor Jonathan Long and
he directed the group in
a piece entitled O Magnum
Mysterium. The concert continued under the direction of
Dr. Westgate with the third piece
being Divertimento in F major, k.
138, which is divided into three
movements.

The final piece was under the
The fourth and final piece was direction of Dr. Westgate and it
Romanian Folk Dance,
was entitled Godzilla Eats Las
which was separated
V e g a s . This piece utilized
into six movements.
an accompanyThere was a
ing video creshort intermisated by Music
sion before all 57
Education major
members of the
Tim Graulty to
Symphonic Winds
emphasize the mutook the stage.
sic’s
Symphonic
Winds covers
a wide range
of
instruments, such
as
woodnarwinds, brass
rative
and percussion.
aspects.
Photo courtesy of aholidayqueen.blogspot.com
Dr. Westgate con“The instrumenducted the first piece entitled
tal ensembles put on anFive Miniatures, which is divided
other stellar performance.
into five movements.
The students here at Xavier conThe second piece played was en- tinue to amaze me with their taltitled Solo de Concours. This piece ents, their passion, and their comfeatured clarinet soloist Jimmy mitment. I am thankful to be able
Wiederhold playing the majority to work with these great people
of the music and having the band every day,” Dr. Westgate said.
center on him.
The third and fourth pieces,
Katherine Colborn, A & E Editor
Folk Dances and On a
Phone: (440) 829-1379
Hymnsong of Phillip
Newswire-Diversions@xavier.edu
Bliss, were conducted by students
Nick Turon and
Bobby Escamilla.

Wreck-it Ralph brings back
Disney’s animated success
Alex jabre
Staff Writer
Watching Wreck-It Ralph is like
inhaling a bag of candy and sniffing up so much sugar that it dazzles
your brain. It’s an ingenious film;
it is surprisingly touching while
bursting with imagination, invention and humor. In a year of middling-to-decent animated films, it
boldly stands out front and center. I think we may be looking at
this year’s Best Animated Feature
come Oscar season.
The film is set at an arcade
where, after closing hours, the
arcade game characters literally
have a life of their own. One of
them, the eponymous character
(voiced by John C. Reilly), feels
misunderstood and lonely after
having to play the villain of the
game “Fix-It Felix, Jr.” year after
year. At a support group meeting
for video game baddies, he figures
that maybe — just maybe — he’d
like to be the hero for once. But
in order to get the attention of his
game’s inhabitants, including its
faultless hero Felix (voiced by 30
Rock’s Jack McBrayer), he’ll have
to earn a medal to prove that he’s
worth something.

This leads him down a path
where he abandons his game and
ventures into the realm of the
arcade universe. His first stop is
at “Hero’s Duty,” a first-person
shooting game commanded by
the ferocious Sgt. Calhoun (Jane
Lynch). Later, he finds himself
in the candy-coated racing game
“Sugar Rush,” where he meets
a young girl named Vanellope
(Sarah Silverman). Though they
initially clash, her childlike sassiness masks a desire to also be
accepted and understood in her
game. Meanwhile, Felix begins
desperately searching for Ralph
while falling in love with Sgt.
Calhoun, if you can believe it.
Wreck-It Ralph marks the cinematic debut of Rich Moore, a director known mostly for his work
on The Simpsons and Futurama,
who again is able to blend the
hilarity with genuine pathos. The
entire voice cast is great, although
it would be nice to one day see
Jane Lynch play a role that isn’t
the über-masculine, tough-as-nails
commando chick. And though
I’m not much of a video gamer, I
still marveled at the film’s unique,
retro feel as well as its cameos
from other video game characters

like Sonic the Hedgehog, Bowser
and Pac-Man.
Wreck-It Ralph does run slightly
longer than most animated features, but it’s so well-plotted and
entertaining that you hardly even
notice. The film is preceded by a
new Disney animated short called
Paper Man, which is absolutely
wonderful and definitely adds to
the experience. Wreck-It Ralph is
a reminder of why Disney is the
best at what they do: they tell
great stories that appeal to everyone. This is one of the best family
films of the year. Game on.

Photo courtesy of structuregaming.com
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As Christmas time is on its way,
Cinci weather says, “Sunshine, stay.”
With temps this month like none before,
Christmas attire: leave coats at your
door
Yet thoughts of presents and Christmas
cheer

Want to be Published?

Make me grin from ear to ear.

Submit your:

Warm 98 sings “Holly Jolly,”
But Thanksgiving is not so folly.

Poetry Photography

Short stories

Artwork
Lyrics

Creative prose

to the Xavier literary magazine, The Athenaeum, on Nov.
16 through the Athenaeum page on OrgSync. Limit of
five submissions per person.
Please include:
First and last name
Graduation year
Email address
Type of submission

Old brother Christmas blocks him out
Before his time is even about.
No songs of Giving, no “Turkey-Day.”
Thanksgiving gets little time to play.

*
*

With warm weather and early cheer,
Thanksgiving comes but once a year.
Happy Thanksgiving and keep in mind,
Christmas is coming; next in line.

* * **
* * * *
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*

*

The
Paradox of
Thanksgiving
Poem and illustration by
junior Patrick Phillips

***
*

*

** *
*
*
*
*
*

Here are a few puzzles to
keep your hands busy while
you avoid your homework and
dream of the upcoming break!

Puzzles courtesy of coolrain44.wordpress.com
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Some fun ideas

for Thanksgiving
By Rachael Harris
Editor-in-Chief

Stuffing and gravy and turkey, oh my! Thanksgiving has arrived.
If you are like most students, you will soon be returning home
to enjoy eating bountiful amounts of food with your family. Are
you stuck in town for Turkey Day? Do you simply want to celebrate? Here are a few ways you can party with your friends
in a unique and festive way this Thanksgiving.

Host a P

otluck

This is always one of the most fun ways to celebrate
Thanksgiving with friends. Assign each person a different
item to bring – green bean casserole, pumpkin pie, etc. – and
enjoy a full Thanksgiving meal with little to no effort. Don’t
want to cook? No worries – just buy premade food from
Kroger.

Go to a Parade

ant Party

Have a White Eleph

Each person brings a crappy gift (think a used coloring book, a roll
of duct tape, Barney movies, etc.) and wraps it up in nice wrapping
paper. People then take turns picking which gift they want – one at
a time – until all the presents are given out. You are also allowed to
steal each other’s gifts (sometimes people are nice and bring good
presents, like gift cards or cookies). It’s a lot of fun to see exactly
what you will end up with at the end of the night.

There are usually local parades on Thanksgiving Day, and sometimes they can be amusing. Even though they are usually geared
towards little kids, it can be fun to get outside and enjoy the
fall weather while watching the crazy people in costumes. Who
knows, you might even get some free candy.

Throw an Outdoor

Carnival

Do you have an off-campus house? Tis’ the season to throw a
harvest carnival! Make caramel apples, play corn hole, jump in
the leaves, paint pumpkins and sip hot apple cider while watching a football game.
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